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UNCLAS JIDDA 1688 

PARIS FOR OECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, SA 

SUB J : SAUDIS LIMIT LIGHT CRUDE 

IN INTERVIEW WITH LOCAL PAPER MARCH 4, MINPET YAMANI 
CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS THAT SAG HAS ASKED ARAMCO PARTNERS 
TO REDUCE LIGHT CRUDE LIFTINGS TO 65 PERCENT OF TOTAL 
CRUDE OFFTAKE. YAMANI DID NOT SPELL OUT HOW PERCENTAGE 
TO BE FIGURED, BUT IN NOTING THAT LIGHT CRUDE LIFTINGS 
HAD AVERAGED 70 PERCENT OF TOTAL IN 1977, HE IMPLIED 
THAT BERRI CRUDE (WHICH IS STILL HIGHT QUALITY THAN 
ARAB LIGHT) NOT TO BE INCLUDED IN NEW LIMITATION. 

YAMANI SAID THAT PERCENTAGE WILL BE GRADUALLY 
REDUCED IN FUTURE. HE ALSO RECONFIRMED SAG OIL 
PRODUCTION CEILING OF 8.5 MILLION B/D THROUGH 1978. 
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